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this publication.  

 Speakers Bureau programs 

are offered to allow more 

people an opportunity to learn 

and ask questions about how 

they want to live when faced 

with serious illness. “We invite 

organizations, businesses, 

service groups and faith 

communities to be part of a 

joint effort to make sure people 

know end-of-life and palliative 

care options available to them 

and their loved ones,” said 

Degan. 

 To schedule a Niagara 

Hospice Speakers Bureau 

program visit: 

NiagaraHospice.org/

community or leave a message 

at 716/ 280-0742. 

The Niagara Hospice Speakers 

Bureau offers education 

programs throughout Niagara 

County where the public is 

invited to learn the benefits of 

earlier hospice and palliative 

care referrals. Presentations are 

also available to learn about the 

new Pathways palliative care 

program. 

 “The time to learn all that 

Niagara Hospice can offer is 

before a person receives a 

potentially terminal diagnosis,” 

states Niagara Hospice Director 

of Marketing and Public 

Relations, Patricia Degan. “Far 

too often, families are faced with 

a health care crisis before they 

explore their options - and 

making decisions at that time can 

be very difficult,” states Degan, 

“The Niagara Hospice Speakers 

Bureau is an excellent resource 

that can help families make 

informed decisions now and in 

the future.” 

 Attendees of Speakers 

Bureau programs will learn how 

hospice supports help reduce 

emergency room visits and 

hospitalizations; that choosing 

hospice care is not giving up 

hope, but getting help; and how 

more care, more comfort and 

more visits improve quality of 

life for individuals with serious 

illnesses.  

 The Pathways palliative care 

program is a fairly new program 

of Niagara Hospice that you can 

learn more about on page 2 of 

Invite Niagara Hospice to your next group meeting 
 

    “We got  

almost a year 

with Hospice 

and in that 

time, we had 

another  

Christmas,  

two more 

grandchildren 

were born.  
 

Once we made 

that decision to 

call Niagara 

Hospice, my 

dad’s life  

got so much 

better.”  
 

- Paul Mullane 
Lockport Camp Hope camper becomes volunteer 

Samantha Tremko lost her mom 

suddenly when she was just seven 

years old. Her family was just 

returning from a family vacation in 

Florida, making the long drive 

home to North Tonawanda. After 

dropping Samantha’s grandparents 

off at their home, Samantha’s mom 

Robin suffered a blood clot to the 

heart. Her whole world suddenly 

changed. 

 A year following her loss, 

Samantha’s father Robert Tremko 

told her she was going to Camp 

Hope. When the day came to leave 

for Camp in the summer of 2002 

she didn’t want to go – she didn’t 

want to leave her father. Three 

days later, Samantha didn’t want to 

leave Camp Hope. Samantha says 

she enjoyed every aspect of the 

Camp Hope experience and that it 

Continued on page 2 

helped her then, and continues to help now, twelve years 

later. 

2002 Camp Hope camper Samantha Tremko (left) works on an 
art project; Samantha (right) recently as a Camp Hope volunteer, 
reminiscing through her 2002 Camp Hope yearbook. 



 

 

Pathways: Leading the way to comfort 
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 When we lose a loved 

one, it seems nothing is right 

with the world. The sorrow 

that follows can be 

debilitating for anyone, and 

grief for a child can be a 

confusing process. To 

address the special needs of 

grieving children, Niagara 

Hospice established Camp 

Hope in 2001.  

 “It’s helpful for children 

who have lost a loved one 

through death to have an 

outlet that enables them to 

express their grief,” states 

Lori Pusateri, MS, LMHC 

and Camp Hope Director. 

“Whether it’s the death of a 

parent, grandparent, sibling 

or a special friend, dealing 

with the loss is beyond the 

experience of most children 

and their reaction is often 

overlooked in the activity 

surrounding the death. It’s 

natural for family members 

to want to protect their 

children from hurting and 

may feel that talking about 

the loss might worsen their 

grief.”  

 Niagara Hospice of-

fered its 14th Camp Hope 

for grieving children last 

June at the YMCA’s Camp 

Kenan in Barker. Children 

ages 7 to 13 throughout 

Western New York who 

have lost a loved one 

through death – whether or 

not they ever received 

hospice care – were invited 

to attend the free camp. 

 During the camp week-

end, children learned to 

express their grief through 

many activities such as 

creative movement therapy, 

musical expression, arts and 

crafts, pet visits, and a 

memorial bonfire. Outdoor 

recreation like rock wall 

services. 

 In addition to 

Independent Health 

Medicare Advantage 

members, Pathways 

recently combined efforts 

with Blue Cross Blue 

Shield of WNY to offer 

patient-centered care. 

“Each Pathways patient’s 

individual needs are 

assessed and valued. 

Pathways case managers 

work alongside the mem-

ber’s primary care 

physician to give seriously 

ill patients the best option 

to live life more 

comfortably, to breathe 

easier and to live with 

The Pathways palliative care 

program is a team approach 

to care that provides case 

management support to 

individuals faced with 

serious, chronic and 

progressive illness. This 

program is NOT for hospice 

patients. Supports from 

Pathways help keep indi-

viduals comfortable in their 

home and reduce the need 

for emergency room visits 

and hospitalizations. 

 Services offered by  

Pathways include open 

discussions about treatment 

choices and symptom 

management;  

coordination of care with all 

health care providers; 24/7  

telephone access to a regis-

tered nurse; social work 

visits to help access 

community support 

services; spiritual care 

visits; regular phone 

contact to monitor the 

patient’s condition; and 

trained volunteers for addi-

tional support. Niagara 

County residents dealing 

with serious health issues 

such as chronic obstructive 

pulmonary disease 

(COPD), cancer, congestive 

heart failure (CHF), 

advanced Alzheimer's 

disease or other dementia 

may benefit from Pathways 

optimal pain management,” 

said Pathways Director, 

Joann Stoll, RN, CHPN. 

 Pathways is currently 

offered exclusively to 

patients with Blue Cross 

Blue Shield WNY and 

Independent Health 

Medicare Advantage 

members who live in 

Niagara County and are 

dealing with a serious illness 

and wish to remain at home. 

For more information or to 

make a referral to Pathways, 

call (716) 439-4417 option 3 

or visit PathwaysPCP.org.  

Continued from page 1 

climbing, making and eat-

ing S’mores around the 

campfire, swimming and 

nature walks were also 

enjoyed. The Camp is 

staffed by professional 

counselors, trained volun-

teers and a nurse who is 

on hand for the entire 

weekend. 

 Samantha Tremko is 

now twenty and a student 

of social work at Niagara 

University. “Camp Hope 

inspired me to seek a 

career in grief 

counseling,” said 

Samantha. “When I 

attended Camp twelve 

years ago, I learned that I 

was not alone; that there 

is a support system for me 

and for the other kids I 

met who were grieving 

like me.” So inspired by 

Camp Hope, Tremko 

registered to be a 

volunteer for this year’s 

Camp, saying: “I’m really 

excited to volunteer and 

be able to return what I’ve 

received from Camp Hope. 

The experience was life-

changing and if I can now 

change just one person’s 

life, it will be one of the 

most rewarding things I can 

do as I pursue a career in 

grief counseling.” 

 Next year’s Camp 

Hope is scheduled for June 

26-28, 2015. Camp Hope is 

free and entirely funded 

by grants, local service 

clubs, organizations, and 

individuals who support the 

Roger A Foote Camp Hope 

Endowment. If you would 

like to sponsor a camper, 

contact the Niagara 

Hospice Alliance 

development office at  

280-0702 

“When I attended Camp 
twelve years ago, I learned 
that I was not alone; that 
there is a support system for 
me and for the other kids I 
met who were grieving like 
me.”  
                  - Samantha Tremko 



 

 

Niagara Hospice volunteers present their hand-crafted quilt, 
commemorating the opening of Rebekah’s Pathway at Odd 
Fellow & Rebekah Rehabilitation & Health Care Center, to staff 
of Rebekah’s Pathway. From L-R are volunteer Karen Feger, 
Tina Brush, RN, volunteer Mary Dixon, Cari Boyce, RN and 
Marie from Marie’s Sewing Center who donated the binding 
service for the quilt. 

Niagara Hospice has 

collaborated with two more 

long term care facilities to 

provide congregated hospice 

care for their residents. 

Rebekah’s Pathway at Odd 

Fellow & Rebekah 

Rehabilitation and Health 

Care Center and David’s 

Path at Schoellkopf Health 

Center officially opened 

earlier this year. These new 

collaborations have helped 

Niagara Hospice fulfill its 

mission of providing more 

care, more comfort, and 

more visits to residents of 

long term care facilities, 

when it’s needed most. 

 Odd Fellow & Rebekah 

Rehabilitation & Health Care 

Center and Niagara Hospice 

held a Grand Opening for 

Rebekah’s Pathway on 

February 5. The newly ren-

ovated unit provides the first 

and only dedicated hospice 

unit in eastern Niagara 

County.  

 “We have had a posi-

tive working relationship 

with Niagara Hospice for a 

number of years and both 

organizations have a strong 

sense of pride and a desire 

to honor our similar 

values,” Odd Fellow & 
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Odd Fellow & Rebekah Rehabilitation and Health Care Center and 

Schoellkopf Health Center open congregated hospice units 

Continued on page 4 

Hospice collaborations serve more residents 

Rebekah Rehabilitation & 

Health Care Center CEO/

Administrator Eugene 

Urban said. “We believe 

that health care is local and 

it is our responsibility to 

provide our community 

with the best possible 

quality of care and to deliv-

er that care with the utmost 

respect, compassion and 

dignity,” said Urban.  

 Rebekah’s Pathway 

has nine dedicated beds for 

residents in need of hospice 

care. The unit consists of 

one private room and four 

double rooms, a lounge 

area for residents and 

family members, a hospi-

tality room for visiting 

family, and a beautifully 

landscaped outdoor 

courtyard.  

 Niagara Hospice 

President & CEO, John 

Lomeo said: “The addition 

of Rebekah’s Pathway fills 

a need in the eastern end of 

the county for our most 

seriously ill residents. By 

David Winker’s Sister, Kathleen Del Prince, and her husband stand 
by David’s picture at the David’s Path dedication. 



 

 

Fall Remembrance Celebration scheduled 
service will be held at the Dominic 

Lariccia Family Pavilion at Niagara 

Hospice.  

 Invitations will be mailed to 

family members whose loved ones will 

be remembered at the September 25 

program. For more information, con-

tact the Niagara Hospice Spiritual Care 

Department at 280-0768. 

Niagara Hospice families, volunteers 

and staff will remember those they 

have served with a very special 

Remembrance Celebration at 6:00pm 

on Thursday, September 25. The event 

will be held in memory of Niagara 

Hospice patients who have passed from 

July 1 – December 31, 2013.  

 “The Remembrance Celebration 

gives families an opportunity to share 

in memorial support with the hospice 

care family,” states Spiritual Care 

Director, Father John A. Marshall, 

M. Div. “Each Remembrance service 

is especially meaningful as we reflect 

on the people who have touched our 

lives in many different ways.” 

 Held regularly since 1989, the 

non-denominational service will offer 

a time of remembrance through re-

flection, music and companionship as 

the names of Niagara Hospice pa-

tients who have died during July 1 – 

December 31, 2013 are read. The 
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Collaborations… 
Continued from page 3 

concentrating hospice services in one 

location we are able to ensure the gold 

standard of care for every patient, 

every family, every time. These 

individuals deserve our best, and 

together we accomplish that  

mission.” 

 Niagara Hospice and Schoellkopf 

Health Center held a dedication 

celebration on May 28 at David’s Path. 

The new unit is named for David 

Winker, a beloved Niagara Falls 

Memorial Medical Center (NFMMC) 

employee who spent his final days 

surrounded by family members while 

being cared for at Niagara Hospice 

House in Lockport. David, who passed 

away last year, worked at NFMMC 

since 1966. 

 David Winker was well known by 

his colleagues as a man who, except in 

the wintertime, rode his bicycle to 

work every day for nearly 47 years 

from his Town of Niagara residence. 

The unit is named David’s Path, 

providing a fitting tribute to him and 

his love of riding. 

 The newly renovated wing at 

Schoellkopf has ten private rooms. 

Residents there receive specialized 

hospice services from combined 

Schoellkopf and Niagara Hospice 

staff. 

 Rebekah’s Pathway and David’s 

Path, in addition to Jeanne’s House at 

Northgate Health Care Facility in 

North Tonawanda, ensure our 

Niagara County residents in need of 

skilled nursing care also have the 

benefit of end-of-life care expertise 

and comfort.  

 To learn more, click on the 

Services tab at NiagaraHospice.org. 

Volunteers stand by to serve families in 
attendance at the spring Remembrance 
Celebration. 



 

 

Grieving need not be a lonely process 
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Niagara Hospice volunteer attributes bereavement group for healing 

Losing a loved one is a difficult 

process for most people. Although 

everyone grieves differently, group 

grief therapy has proven to be a 
powerful and effective way of coping 

with the death of a friend or family 

member.  

 Rita Beitz is a Niagara Hospice 

volunteer. Her husband passed away 

while under hospice care in April of 

2009. Rita says, “We were both very 

happy with the wonderful care that he 
was given. But even after losing Gerry, 

hospice care did not stop.” Rita said 

she continued to receive regular 

contact from Niagara Hospice and that 

three months after her husband’s 

passing, she was invited by a Niagara 

Hospice bereavement counselor to 

participate in a grief counseling group. 
She tentatively accepted. 

 When asked about her experience, 

Rita says, “It was helpful. I was very 

nervous about joining the group that 

met at our local Tim Horton’s; 

however, there was an instant 

connection with this group of eight 

wonderful ladies. They made me feel 

so welcome. We had all lost our 
husbands within a few months of each 

other. We had so much in common.” 

 Bereavement support is one of the 

unique services hospice provides to 

family members that is like no other 

health care provider. Many people 

think that grieving is a lonely process. 

However, many find that 
communicating and sharing 

experiences with others can help. As 

Rita said, “I found that we all had the 

same feeling, and that I wasn't an odd 

ball or crazy.”  

 Rita and her group met every 

month for several months. Discussions 

were led by a hospice bereavement 

counselor who helped facilitate 
conversations about death, grieving, 

and remembering and honoring loved 

ones. According to Rita, one of the 

biggest things she learned was that 

everyone grieves in their own way, and 

there is no right or wrong way to 

grieve. She said, “We also learned 

that it was alright to laugh and enjoy 

life. We began to see that light at the 
end of a very long tunnel.” 

 After several months of meetings, 

the group had completed their 

counseling session. But since the 

group had grown so close, they could 

not go their separate ways. They 

decided to meet the following week 

for breakfast. To this day, five years 
later, the group still meets every 

week. Two more women have joined 

the group whose ages range from 56 

to 90.  

 One of the first things the group 

did together was attend the Niagara 

Hospice Memorial Butterfly Release. 

Rita said, “We were glad to have each 
other for support.” The group also 

celebrates birthdays together, goes on 

picnics, attends shows and 

performances, and plans weekend 

trips. One of the girls has even 

remarried. Rita coincidentally found 

out that in high school her husband 

worked for one of the other ladies’ 

husbands. And another woman told 
Rita that they had been in a wedding 

together some 40 years earlier. Rita 

was brought back together with these 

caring individuals after loss and grief 

to experience the healing process 

together.  

 Thankful to Niagara Hospice for 

bringing this wonderful group 
together, Rita said, “We all found that 

out of great sadness and sorrow you 

can find happiness, and that the sun 

does shine again. What a gift Hospice 

has been to me.” 

 Rita, who is grateful to have met 

these wonderful women, concluded 

by saying: “We sometimes wonder if 

we would have all met if it wasn't for 
our husbands and Niagara Hospice. I 

don't think so because we are all so 

different. There is hope and there is 

light at the end of that long tunnel.”  

 The bereavement program at 

Niagara Hospice provides a full menu 

of supportive services to the loved ones 

of their hospice patients. Trained 

counselors offer regular supportive 
mailings and telephone calls, which 

come as a welcome reminder to the 

bereaved that they have not been 

forgotten or left alone in their grief. 

Bereavement support groups and 

workshops are available to help 

educate people about grief and to give 

them an opportunity to share their 
stories and experiences with others, as 

well as gain helpful tools for coping 

with the intense experience of grief. 

Counselors are also available to meet 

one-on-one with bereaved family 

members of all ages.  

 For individuals grieving the loss of 

a loved one outside of a hospice 
program, there are other resources such 

as churches and community groups that 

offer grief support services. If your 

loved one experienced Niagara 

Hospice care and you would like to 

learn more about bereavement services, 

contact the bereavement department at 

716/280-0777 or 

BereavementServices@NiagaraHospic
e.com 

Hospice patient Carol Gumbert and husband 
Dave recently renewed their wedding vows 
at Hospice at Jeanne’s House - A Northgate 
and Niagara Hospice Collaboration.  



 

 

Hospice Heroes are special 
every day heroes that give of 
themselves in the form of an 
event or activity to raise both 
funds and awareness for Niagara 
Hospice. Thank you to the following community groups, 
organizations, and individuals that have shown their support of 
the hospice mission January through June, 2014 by collectively 
raising over $19,000: 

Advance Chiropractic 

American Legion Riders of Wheatfield Post 1451 

Attitudes Bar & Grill 

College Association of NCCC, Inc. 

Deanna Staufenberger - Going bald for Hospice 

Fraternal Order of Eagles Tonawanda Aux. #1411 

Girl Scouts of WNY Troup #70104 

Greater Niagara Federal Credit Union 

Groff's Tavern 

Honeymoon Wine Trail 

Legends of Disco 

Lions Club of Olcott 

Lockport Pond Hockey Tournament 

Lockport Softball Boosters 

Lockport Tire & Service Center 

Longaberger-Apple Tree Branch 

Lorie Janese Memorial Golf Tournament 

National Church Residences 

National Grid Matching Gift Program 

NCCC Student Nurses Association 

Newfane Teachers Association 

Niagara County Schools Softball Tournament 

Over 600 riders on 57 teams gathered at 
Chateau Niagara Winery on May 17th to 
take part in the first annual Hospice Gran 
Fondo bike ride, presented by M&T Bank. 
Riders of all abilities, from beginners to ex-
perienced athletes, set out on four scenic 
routes throughout Niagara County with 
stops along the Niagara Wine Trail. The 
event raised over $30,000 for Niagara 
Hospice. 
 Team spirit added to the fun as riders 
gathered together for a mass start of the 5 
mile, 15 mile, 30 mile and 62.5 mile routes. 
Many teams showed their spirit in matching 
shirts and costumes and even a few riders 
on tandem bikes completed the ride! 
 Each route featured refreshment stops at 
local establishments including Honeymoon 
Trail Winery, Midnight Run Winery, 

Victorianbourg Wine Estate, 
Schulze Vineyards & Winery, 
Black Willow Winery, and 
Woodcock Brothers Brewing 
Company. 
 The fun continued at the post-
ride party at Chateau Niagara 
Winery with live music, beer, food, 
and wine tastings provided by the 
participating wineries. The 

“Northgate Navigators” team was 
presented with the Spokes Award 
trophy for the highest fundraising 
facility under contract with Niagara 
Hospice. Team “Rusty Chain” won 
the Team Spirit Award while “Team 
Artie” won the Leader of the Pack 
Award for the highest fundraising 
team overall. Next year’s bike ride is 
scheduled for Saturday, May 16. 
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Thank you to our 650  

registered riders on 57  

teams, sponsors, volunteers, 

committee members, and 

spectators! 

Hundreds of riders 

make first Hospice 

Gran Fondo huge 

success 

Niagara Hospice finance staff members Lisa Hess (left) and Tammy 
Claycomb from team Clowning Around. 



 

 

Participants running last year’s Mighty Niagara  
Half Marathon in support of Niagara Hospice. 
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Get ready to run with the river  

The last leg of 
preparations are in 
gear for the Hospice 
Dash 5K & Mighty 
Niagara Half 
Marathon, presented 
by Yahoo. 
September 20, 2014 
will mark the 6th 
year of the event that 
has raised thousands 
of dollars for 
Niagara Hospice. 
Another large 
turnout is expected 

for the race that has become a favorite among local 
runners and a destination race for runners across the 
country and from as far away as Australia.  
 The Mighty Niagara Half Marathon has a beautiful 
route that starts at Artpark in Lewiston and continues 
along Lower River Road, through Old Fort Niagara with 
the finish line at Porter on the Lake Park in Youngstown. 
The Hospice Dash 5K will begin and end at Porter on the 
Lake Park.  
 The event features a pre-race concert by Soul 
Committee and live bands along the route. The huge post 
race party is complete with food, drinks, and a concert by 
Strictly Hip. Registration for the race is still open with 
team registrations available for the first time. For details 
and online registration, visit 
www.MightyNiagaraHalfMarathon.com.  
 If you would like to volunteer, contact Maureen Rizzo 
at 716/280-0728 or MRizzo@niagarahospice.com. 

Niagara Hospice recently partnered for the third year with 

General Motors and Heinrich Chevrolet to raise money in 

support of hospice care in Niagara, Erie and Monroe 

counties through an annual Car Raffle. This year's prize was 

the North American Car of the Year, a 2014 Chevrolet 

Corvette Stingray Z-51. 

 The raffle drawing took place at the Niagara Hospice 

campus in Lockport, beneath the Dominic Lariccia Family 

Pavilion. A very special guest was invited to draw the tick-

et. Patrick Rummerfield is the world's first fully functioning 

recovered quadriplegic and an inspiration to thousands. A 

life-long Corvette enthusiast, Rummerfield suffered four 

crushed vertebrae in 1974 when he was in a Corvette car ac-

cident that left him a quadriplegic. He endured 17 years of 

physical therapy to get to his current condition. His full 

story can be found at www.rummerfield.com 

 Rummerfield said he was privileged to be part of the 

June 26 drawing for such a great cause. Henry Sadowski of 

the GM Professional Managers Network reported about 

$100,000 was raised from the sale of over 4,900 tickets. 

Sadowski said, "We sell tickets to our workers in Lockport, 

Tonawanda and Rochester. Then the proceeds get split 

among the hospice locations in all three counties." 

 The $62,000 Corvette was won by Niagara Hospice 

volunteer Rita McDonough of Lockport. Raffle organizers 

says next year's raffle will be just as exciting and urges 

people to get their tickets next spring. Watch the Event 

Calendar page at www.NiagaraHospice.org for details in 

2015. For information about other upcoming events, visit 

NiagaraHospice.org or call 439-4417. 

Keys are presented to the winner of the 2014 Chevrolet Corvette 

Stingray Z-51, Niagara Hospice volunteer Rita McDonough.  

Congratulations Rita! 

Car raffle benefits Hospice 



 

 

 
  

 

2014 HOSPICE DASH 5K RUN/WALK 

2014 MIGHTY NIAGARA HALF MARATHON 
Saturday, September 20 

 

FALL REMEMBRANCE CELEBRATION 
Thursday, September 25 

 

OCTOBER: HEALTH CARE PROXY 

AWARENESS MONTH 
Visit the Event Calendar page at  

NiagaraHospice.org for date and details on our  

Advance Care Planning program to learn more 
 

FALL MEMORIAL GARDEN DEDICATION 
Thursday, October 9 

 

2014 COCKTAILS AND CASH 
Friday, October 17 

 

2014 LIGHT-A-LIFE 
Saturday, December 6 

 

2015 SPRING BOUQUET SALE 
March 2 - March 8 

 

2015 HOSPICE GRAN FONDO BIKE RIDE 
Saturday, May 16 

 

2015 CAMP HOPE for grieving children 
June 26 - 28 

 

Visit www.NiagaraHospice.org for event  

details or call (716) 280-0780.  
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NIAGARAHOSPICE.ORG 

NIAGARAHOSPICEALLIANCE.ORG 

4675 Sunset Drive 

Lockport, NY 14094 
 

Phone: (716) 439-4417 

Hearing Impaired: 1-800-662-1220 

Dedicated to providing the right care,  

in the right place, at the right time. 

Estate Plans are for everyone, 

not just the wealthy 
 

For most people, there comes a time when everyone realiz-

es they need to begin taking care of many important issues 

surrounding their health, finances, and future. Unfortunate-

ly, many times these plans are put off too long, until it is 

too late. Future planning benefits the planner, their family 

and their beneficiaries. There is no better time to begin or 

revisit your estate plans than right now, and it is important 

to realize that making proper estate plans is important for 

everyone, not just wealthy individuals.  

 First, similar to Advance Directives, proper estate plans 

help determine the kind of care you wish to receive should 

you ever be incapacitated or unable to make your own 

health care decisions. A Health Care Proxy, Power of At-

torney, and Living Will can help lay out your plans in a 

clear, predictable way that will make a difficult time for 

you and your family much easier, and more in line with 

your wishes.  

 Second, you can secure your children’s and pet’s future 

through estate planning. Choosing a guardian for your chil-

dren or pets is a difficult, but extremely important decision. 

Including these plans in your will is essential to ensure your 

children and pets will be cared for by those you designate 

in the event of you (and your spouse’s) passing.  

 Lastly, you can create financial security for you and 

your loved ones by establishing estate plans such as a sim-

ple will or designating/updating beneficiaries for your re-

tirement plan and life insurance policy. More sophisticated 

tools such as trusts and annuities are not a required method 

of planning. A simple will, or updated beneficiary designa-

tions can dictate where you want your assets to be distribut-

ed. This can avoid conflict after your death between inter-

ested parties and will avoid having the state automatically 

determine who receives your assets. You can also name a 

charitable organization as a beneficiary, helping further 

their work long after you’re gone.  
 

Patricia L. Evans Legacy Society 
 Those who make planned gifts in their estate plans to 

advance Niagara Hospice’s work are offered free member-

ship in The Patricia L. Evans Legacy Society, a society 

named after Niagara Hospice's friend and co-founder in 

appreciation of her leadership and vision in helping make 

Niagara Hospice the great organization it is today. Patricia 

has remembered Niagara Hospice in her estate plans and 

encourages others to do the same. 

 If you are interested in learning how you can include 

the Niagara Hospice Alliance in your estate plans as so 

many others have, to help advance our work for years to 

come, please contact Niagara Hospice Alliance Director of 

Development Brendan McIntyre at (716) 280-0702. 


